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AssTrACT : Karnataka is one of the nine major Bt cotton-growing states in the country. Northern
transitional zone isthe major cotton growing zone of Karnatakai.e. 40.19 per cent of the total cotton
area of Karnataka. It focused on the socio-economic characteristics of Bt cotton farmers and the
economics of Bt cotton production under different farm sizes. Two taluks having highest cotton area
were selected from the zone for study. The study was conducted with primary data collected entirely
based on amulti stage sampling technique from 180 Bt cotton growing farmers. The study pertained
totheagricultura year 2011. Thetotal variable cost of Bt cotton was Rs. 22192.15 where, largefarmers
incurred high cost i.e. Rs. 23256.85. Thetotal cost of Bt cotton was Rs. 30920.56 and it was high in
largefarmersRs. 32723.90. The net returnin Bt cotton was Rs. 79456.36 and net returnswere seen high
in case of large farmers Rs. 84677.90. Theyield per hawas 24.98 qgtls and medium farmers got high
yieldsi.e. 25.54 gtls. Bt cotton technology has positive impact on socio- economic status of farmers
by increase in yield and reducing cost on inputs thereby increase in income and also standard of
living.
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